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that the Indo-Aryan type is not Indian in Its
origin, and it is surmised that it came from Persia
before that country, Afghanistan, and Central Asia
became so dry, desolate, and barren as they
now are.

Later, when tribal immigration was succeeded
by the immigration of bands of warriors, women
no longer accompanied the invaders, who subse-
quently, whatever their race, whether Greek,
Scythian, Arab, Afghan, or Mogul, became ab-
sorbed into the native population.

Thus the Indo-Aryan type, comparatively pure
in the Punjab and Rajputana, becomes mixed with
Dravidian blood in Hindustan and Behar, and
almost vanishes in the Mongol strain in Lower
Bengal, east of which Chinese influence begins to
assert itself.

The word caste originated with the Portuguese
who arrived with Vasco da Gama, and is derived
from a Latin word, castus, signifying purity of blood ;
as Horace says, "Populus castus verecundusque."

A caste is a collection of families or groups
claiming common descent from one ancestor, and
following, or professing to follow, the same occu-
pation, and all over India at the present moment
tribes are being converted into castes, "because of
the greater consideration attached to membership
of such guilds.

Castes are divided into tribal, occupational, and